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Box No. I Basis of the report 


1 


SS3E5 ^'S.'iffiStSK^ on ,he in,ema,ional appllca " on in ,he lan3ua « e ln which » — 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following lanquaqe 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 andybr 55.3) 

With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
te™£ ee 1 ton^toJF* receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in This 
report as "onginally filed 0 and are not annexed to this report): 


Description, Pages 

1 " 13 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1-14 as originally filed 

Drawings, Sheets 

1 n 9-1 9/1 9 as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4 ' EL This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
SupSemema^ beGn considered to 9° be y° nd the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. » 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive steo or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement S,ep or ,ndustr,al 

1. Statement 


Novelty (N) 

Yes: 

Claims 

11-14 


No: 

Claims 

1-10 

Inventive step (IS) 

Yes: 

Claims 



No: 

Claims 

1-14 

Industrial applicability (IA) 

Yes: 

Claims 

1-14 


No: 

Claims 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 


Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 

see separate sheet 
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Re Item V. 


International application No. 
PCT/IB2004/0006Q7 


The following documents are referred to in this communication- 
D1 : WO 94/26361 A (USUI MITSURU) 24 November 1994 (1994-11-24) 

EP 1 151 762 A (TOPKEY CORP ; WILSON SPORTING GOODS (US)) 7 
November 2001 (2001-11-07) 

US 5 993 337 A (JANES RICHARD ET AL) 30 November 1999 (1999-1 1- 
oO) 

US 4 681 319 A (ZILINSKAS GENE) 21 July 1987 (1987-07-21) 


D2 


D3 


D4 


2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 


2.1 


The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT because 
the subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

Document D1 discloses (the references in parenthesis applying to this document): 

A sports racquet having a tubular frame (see figure 1) including a head portion defining 
VTrtlZt? T 3 hand 't POrti ° n COUpled to «" ^ad portion (generally comZ" 

mil } h T d P ° rtl0n inC ' UdeS 9 P ' Ura,ity ° f °PP° sed str ^9 h °'es 
(figure 3) formed m sa.d frame and having string bearing surfaces (figure 1) suitable for 

anchoring the ends of a first set of string segments extending in a first direction and the 
ends of a second set of string segments extending in a second direction, wherein said 
s nng holes are positioned to provide a predetermined spacing between contiguous 
string segments in each set (figures 1-3), 

characterised in that at least one of said string holes is a first enlarged string hole 
having at least two string bearing surfaces (figure 1) 

2.2 Document D2 discloses (the references in parenthesis applying to this document): 
A sports racquet (10) having a tubular frame including a head portion (20) defining a 

onZn 9 7! a , ha ? d ' e POrti ° n (22) C ° Upled *° sald head P° rtion wherein said head 
portion includes a plurahty of opposed string holes (elongated slots 32) formed in said 

frame and hav,ng string bearing surfaces (16) suitable for anchoring the ends of a first 

set of stnng segments extending in a first direction and the ends of a second set of 

string segments extending in a second direction (column 8 lines 28-33), wherein said 
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string holes are positioned to provide a predetermined spacing between contiguous 
string segments in each set, 

characterised in that at least one of said string holes is a first enlarged string hole 
having at least two string bearing surfaces (figures 4 and 5) 

2.3 Therefore, claim 1 is not novel over either of documents D1 or D2. 

3 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2-14 

Dependent claims 2-14 do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in respect 
of novelty and/or inventive step (Article 33(2) and (3) PCT). For further details thereof, 
see the search report. 

Re Item VIII. 

4 Claims 7-9 are not supported by the description, Article 6 PCT. 
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